
HOW TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE

Running for Local Office in Pennsylvania

How to get Started



Who is eligible to run for office in 
Primary ?*

■ Minimum age requirement – 18 years old

■ Must be a registered voter of a major political party for 

primary election

■ Must live in the county or voting district for 1 year / 

Constable 30 days

■ Not have been convicted of embezzlement of public 

funds, perjury, bribery, or infamous crimes (felony 

conviction)

*This is for most county/local offices. There is specific offices that require 

additional qualifications/education



Local Offices up for Re-election in 2023

• Magisterial District Judge Montrose

• Magisterial District Judge Northern

Petition signatures needed 100 per party, can cross file, Fee $50.00 dollars per petition, 6 year term

County Offices

• County Commissioner, District Attorney, Register & Recorder, Coroner, County 

Auditor, County Treasurer

Petition signatures needed-100, Filing Fee- $100.00 dollars, term 4 years



Local Offices up for Re-election in 2023

• Forest City-3

• Friendsville-1

• Great Bend-3

• Hallstead-3

• Hop Bottom-2

• Lanesboro-3

• Little Meadows-2

• Montrose Ward 1 –1

• Montrose ward 2- 2

• New Milford-3

• Oakland- 3

• Susquehanna-4

• Thompson- 4

• Union Dale-3

Ten (10)Petition signatures needed, no filing fee, term 4 years

Township Supervisors

• All township have 1 supervisor up for re-election

• Ten (10)Petition signatures needed, no fee, 6 year term

Township Auditors

• All township have 1 up for re-election

• Ten (10)Petition signatures needed, no fee, 6 year term

Constable

• 10 will be on ballot Auburn, Bridgewater, Dimock, Harford, Herrick, Middletown, Montrose 1w, Montrose 

2w, New Milford and Rush ( 16 vacant can petition Judge to fill )

• Ten (10)Petition signatures needed, 10.00 dollar filing fee, 6 year term

Borough Council



School Directors up for Re-election

• Blue Ridge –5- New Milford Boro/Twp-1, New Milford Twp-1, Hallstead Boro-1, Jackson 
Twp/Great Bend Twp-1, Jackson Twp-1

• Elk Lake – 5 – 4 are in Susquehanna County- Auburn Twp-1, Dimock Twp-1, Middletown 
Twp-1, Rush Twp-1

• Forest City - 5 - 2 are in Susquehanna County- Forest City Boro-2

• Montrose - 5 – Jessup / Montrose Boro 1w &2w –1, Bridegewater / Franklin, Liberty –

2, Apolacon / Choconut / Forest Lake / Little Meadows Boro / Silver Lake - 2

• Mountain View- 5- Gibson-1, Clifford Twp-1, Lenox-1, Harford -1, Hop Bottom Boro-1

• Susquehanna –5- Lanes Boro / Oakland Twp / Oakland Boro-2, Susquehanna Boro-
1, Ararat Twp / Harmony / Thompson Boro / Thompson Twp / Wayne Co - 2

Ten (10)Petition signatures needed, no filing fee, can cross file, 4 year term



Open Republican Committee Positions
31 TOTAL VACANT COMMITTEE 

POSITIONS

• Auburn Township-1

• Bridgewater Township-1

• Clifford Township -1

• Franklin Township –1

• Friendsville Borough-2

• Gibson Township-2

• Great Bend Borough- 2

• Harford Township-2

• Harmony Township-1

• Herrick Township –1

• Hop Bottom-2

• Jessup Township- 1

• Lanesboro Borough-1

• Lenox Township-1

• Liberty Township-1

• Little Meadows Borough- 1

• Middletown Township- 2

• Oakland Borough- 2

• Rush Township-2

• Susquehanna Borough-1

• Thompson Borough-2

• Union Dale Borough- 1

✓ Filled by appointment only

✓ Write letter of interest email

✓ donnacosmello@yahoo.com

✓ Committee members are on 

ballot in 2026

✓ 4 year term

✓ No Statement of Financial 

Interest Needed

■ Volunteer email or call Donna 

570-849-0134



HOW TO GAIN ACCESS TO PRIMARY BALLOT

• Nomination petition with required paperwork

• REMEMBER: You have to be a registered 

voter of a major political party, e.g. 

Republican or Democrat

• Write in candidate- have voters write your 

name in for position you are seeking



Gathering paperwork for Nomination 
Petition
■ All forms are issued and returned to the Susquehanna 

County Voter registration office. The packet issued 
includes:

■ Candidate Information & Data Processing Sheet

■ Calendar for Nomination petition circulation dates/ filing 
deadline

■ Nomination petition instructions / petition

■ Number of signatures required per Office –and if you can 
cross file

■ Candidate's Affidavit and Waiver of Expense Account 
reporting Affidavit /Statement of Circulator (back of 
petition)

■ State Ethic's Commission Affidavit

■ Statement of Financial Interest form must be completed 
and filed with petition (original goes to municipality or 
school district) where office is sought

■ Petition Checklist

■ Voter registration list for county or by district must request

■ Campaign Finance Reporting with time lines if applicable ( 
spending more than 250:00 on campaign) online



CALENDAR FOR 
NOMINATION 
PETITION 
CIRCULATION 
DATES/ FILING 
DEADLINE

Can only circulate petition/ gather signatures 

during set time frame

First day to circulate petition February 14, 2023

Last day to circulate is March 7, 2023



Tips and 
Guidelines

Office Type
Signatures 
Fee
Cross-File
Resident requirement



Tips and 
Guidelines

Office Term Length

Party committee person 
guide lines



Number of 
signatures 
required per 
Office



Requesting Voter List



EXAMPLE 

OF STREET 

LIST



CANDIDATE 
INFORMATION 
& DATA 
PROCESSING 
SHEET



THE PETITION 
There are 3 parts to Nomination 

Petition 

The Preamble- information about 

candidate, office candidate seeks, 

affiliation of signers ( Republican or 

Democrat) (if cross filing ) must be 

completed prior to circulation

The Signatures of Electors-

Signature, printed name, address, 

and date (dates are between

February 14, 2023 -March 7th 

2023)(must represent party)

The Affidavits – for Candidate, and 

waiver of expense (on back of 

petition)- this has to be notarized. 

Statement of Circulator completed



THE 
INSTRUCTIONS

PETITION CIRCULATION 

DATES

Starting February 14th, 

2023 to March 7th, 2023

HAS TO BE FILED ON 

MARCH 7th, 2023



THE 
INSTRUCTIONS

Preamble- Must be 
completed before circulation



THE 
PETITION 
Signatures

• Person signing must be an active registered voter 

with same party as on petition/live in precinct or 

district of office sought (voter list needed to 

check)

• If cross filing you will have 2 petitions one for 

republicans /one for democrats/ person who 

circulates petition must represent party

• Person must sign petition themself no one can 

sign for them use blue or black ink

• Signature and address must match the voter 

registration list ….check prior to having person 

sign ( No PO Boxes)

• Date must be filled in (chronologically)

• No white out on petitions....draw a line through 

error

• A person signing petition can only sign as many 

petitions as openings.

Always get more signatures then needed because 

they can be challenged



THE 
INSTRUCTIONS

Statement of Circulator

Affidavits must be 
Notarized –sign in front 
of Notary



Statement 
of 
Financial 
Interest

Who must file



Statement 
of 
Financial 
Interest

Instructions



Statement 
of 
Financial 
Interest

Form



Statement 
of 
Financial 
Interest

Where form must 
be filed



State 
Ethic's 
Commission 
Affidavit



What can be challenged/objection on a 
petition 

■ Validity of signatures -was the signer qualified to sign /are they active registered 
voter

■ Signature is illegible

■ Signature does not match voter registration

■ Date is missing/dates not in chronological order or time frame is to early

■ Address with a PO BOX no physical address listed

■ Address does not match registration

■ Signer belongs to a different party

■ Ditto marks for date or address (Big no no )



What else can be 
challenged/objections
■ Any technical error something is blank

■ Not Notarized

■ Statement of Financial Interest is not completed / or filed

When can challenges / objections be filed – up to 7 days from filing date 

of a petition (March 8th-14th)

■ Must give detailed specifics on what is being challenged

■ Must request petition to be set aside/paper work given to 

Prothonotary's office and Voter registration board /Becomes court 

issue

■ Must be a registered voter and of same political party to file challenge

■ Notice is given to candidate so they can present a defense



Summary
■ Go to Susquehanna County voter registration to get Nomination Petition Packet

■ Top part of petition must be completed prior to circulation

■ First day to circulate petition February 14, 2023

■ Last day to circulate and file March 7, 2023 (Filing Date)

■ Check voter registration list prior to having person sign. Must be active 
registered voter of same party and live in precinct or district of office sought

■ School Directors can cross file – will have 2 petitions one for Republicans to sign 
and person who circulates must be republican and one for democrats to sign and 
person who circulates petition must be a Democrat

■ Affidavits must be signed in front of Notary

■ Statement of Financial interest filed at 2 locations( Copy with petition)

■ Make copies of Petition and all paperwork before returning it to Susquehanna 
County Voter Registration Office so you have a copy

■ Questions about offices up for re-election or Nomination Petitions call Macy at 
Susquehanna Voter registration office at 570-278-4600

■ If I can help you in any way email davarcowan@gmail.com or call 570-877-4717

mailto:davarcowan@gmail.com


DOUBLE 

CHECK YOUR 

CHECKLIST



Write in candidates

■ Ask people to write in your name for office sought....remind them to also fill in the 
oval or check the box after writing in name

■ Name must be spelled correctly – you can give out cards with information at polling 
location....You must stay ten (10) feet from door when handing out information or 
asking for a vote

■ If elected will have to fill out Statement of Financial interest form



CAMPAIGN 
AND WIN 

MAKE THE DIFFERENCE


